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What is open access

o In the context of infrastructure, open access 

involves physical infrastructure (in this case 

pilot equipment) being made available to 

clients other than the owners, for a fee 

(Source: Wikipedia)

o Joint investment in pilot infrastructure that 

can be used, for a fee, by any entrepreneur 

in need of scale-up
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o Pilot scale: TRL4 – TRL5

o Demonstration scale: TRL6 – TRL7

o Public and private

o Open access

o In EU28 and beyond

What is pilot and 

demo equipment



Different open access 

model ‘stereotypes’

Entity Stereotype mission

Technology center Bring new technology to the market 

Innovation - service oriented

University Generate new knowledge

Research - upcoming technologies

Equipment manufacturer Answer customer equipment needs

Customised equipment, diversify

application field of equipment

Technology developer Technological solutions for a problem

Customised technology – license

Private company Toll-manufacturing

(Use idle equipment)

Production
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 I have open access pilot or demo 

infrastructure and want to join the 

network

 I want to use the open access facilities 

from the network

Find info @

www.biopilots4u.eu 
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1. Inside network: emails, newsletters, social media 
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Step 2 of 3

1. Once populated, spread the word – to get 

the database used

2. Outside network: social media campaign 

– funny pictures

• also translate in other European languages than English

• Advertise on LinkedIn and Facebook
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Step 3 of 3

3. Open access bio-economy pilot equipment 

missing?

1. Gap analysis between what is and what is needed

2. Gaps are grouped, and solutions to address the gap 

are suggested

• Typical means of funding such actions

• Typical scales of funding and what this typically delivers

• Timescales over which investment is typically required

• Example investment case based on gap analysis 

• Anticipated timescales for RoI



TO DO before project 

end

 Investors round-table 7/5/2019, Brussels

 Strategies and business cases to address the 

gaps

 Final event 8/5/2019 Brussels: Launch of 

the Pilots4U network



Legacy: Pilots4U 

network

1. Actively used database to broker pilot 

equipment and expertise offer and demand

2. Yearly equipment needs assessment and 

forum to solve equipment needs

3. Yearly matchmaking event



Finance the Pilots4U 

network

➢ Database free for users

➢ Fee / asset owner

➢ Sponsoring by asset owners,  equipment & industrial 

plant manufacturers 

➢ VIP package for users (store searches, see popular 

searches, search support, gap-analysis report)

➢ Yearly event (& meeting)

➢ Sector organisations: put a link to 

Pilots4U network on website!



Follow us:   www.biopilots4U.eu         @bioPilots4U

Lieve.Hoflack@bbeu.org

Thank you, any questions?


