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What is the EU’s understanding of the Bioeconomy…..

All sectors & systems that use / produce / 

process,/ are driven by biological resources

❑ Ecosystems on land and sea

❑ Primary production systems - agriculture, forestry,

aquaculture / fisheries – incl. waste/side streams 

❑ Food, feed, fibres, bio-based industry, fuels and

bio-energy



Biomass uses in the EU-28 in 2015. 
Adapted from Camia et al. (2018), Joint Research Centre

FOOD SYSTEMS ARE CENTRAL

TO OUR BIOECONOMY

Agriculture + food =

76% of employment

67% of turnover – 66% of VA



Bioeconomy Strategy



• Link the sustainable use of renewable biological resources for food, feed,

bio-based products and bioenergy, with the protection and restoration of

biodiversity, ecosystems and natural capital across land and water.

• Step up action to ensure that the Bioeconomy provides a long-term

balance of social, environmental and economic gains.

WHAT does the updated Bioeconomy strategy aim to 

achieve…. 

…. and HOW 
• A SYSTEM-wide approach, 

• expanding beyond research and innovation,

• delivering on policies across sectors, addressing trade-offs 

• strengthening CIRCULARITY and SUSTAINABILITY 

• delivering for the citizens - on jobs, sustainable growth, well being - and on 

planetary health

• in LOCAL contexts, valorising local resources and adapted to local needs 



System thinking



Bioeconomy Action Plan
14 Actions in 3 areas









Horizon Europe evolution not revolution!

Specific objectives of the Programme

Foster all forms of innovation and 

strengthen market deployment

Strengthen the impact of R&I 

in supporting EU policies

Support the creation and diffusion 

of high-quality knowledge

Optimise the Programme’s delivery for impact in a strengthened ERA

Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemSharing excellence

Pillar 1
Open Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Open Innovation

European Innovation Council

European innovation ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 

Industrial Competitiveness

• Health

• Inclusive and Secure Society

• Digital and Industry

• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food and natural resources

Joint Research Centre
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Strategic planning to define multiannual work 

programmes and calls for proposals

• Transparency and stakeholder involvement

• Prioritisation and flexibility to align to political priorities 

• Internal programme coherence & synergies with other programmes 

Work Programmes

Multiannual Strategic R&I Plan
* Multiannual orientations and priorities in one document

* Areas for partnerships and missions

Strategic discussions with Member 
States and European Parliament

Consultation with stakeholders



THANK YOU !

#Bioeconomy

http://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy

http://ec.europa.eu/

